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s Joh:_nson }n California,

Senate Investigators Told

‘INCREASE OF 31: PER CENT IN GAS RATES GRANTED

*SLUSH FUND
CALLED ‘BOSH

Senator Johnson’s Campaign
Manager in California Punc-
tures “Boodle” Rumors.

NO PAID WORKERS IN FIGHT

Counter Charges Hoover Ex-
pended Huge Sums Will Be
Investigated.

By J. BART CAMPBELL,
Intermational News Service.

Charges by Hoover supporters of
an alleged big “slush fund” raised
for Senator Hiram Johnson’s Presi-
dential campaign by California mil-
lionaires were exploded today by
Alexander McCabe, California State
insurance commissioner and a John-
80N mManager.

McCabe appeared before the Sen-
ate committee investigating pre-
convention Presidential campaign
expenses and contributions.

Small Contributions.

Most of the contributions to the
fund of between $100,000 and $125,000
ralsed for Johnson in California were
small ones made as a result of appeals
diffused throughout the State, McCabe

stated.

Herbert Fleispacker, of the Anglo-
London-Paris Bank of San.Francisco,
contributed $5,000; John H. Rossetter,

. formerly of the United States Ship-
Sing Board, $2.500; Michael H. De-
Young, proprietor of the San Fran-
elsco Chronicle, “nothing.” MoCabe
stated.

. Harey -
Tum, of the State
gave $100 each, he said,

WII) Send Books Here,

“A number of California State offi-
elals were among the contributors,
but as they are men of moderate
means, their contributions wore

small,” McCabe sald.

McCabe sald he had to rely on his
memory to state the mnames of the
Johnson contributors and contribu-
tions, as he had not brought the nec-
essary data with him.

“The books are on their way here
and will show everything," McCabe
explained.

McCabe said $25,000 was sent from
California to Angus McSween, John-
son's Bastern manager at New York
city.

“There are five or six millionalres
on the Johnson delegation from Cali-
fornia,” McCabe continued.

“R. E. Miller, a Johnson alternate
from Californla, is a millionaire.

MeCabe charged that the expendl
tures of Herbert Heover's campalgn
managers in California amounted to
at least $300,000, or three times the
amount raised for Johnaon.

James Roth, jr., of California, con-
tributed £1,000 to the Johnson’ fund,
McCabe said.

“He may be considergd a million-
aire,” McCabe said.

“Are there millionaires among the
Moover mem In Oaliforniat” naaked
Senator Kemyon, Republican, lowa,
chairman of the committee.

“About the same number as there
mare among the Johnson delegates,”
MeCabe answered.

$8,000 In Montana.
“How much was sent into Montana

for the Johnson campaign?"

“Five thousand dollars’”

“And Michigan?"

“Four thousand dollars.”

“And Bouth Dakota?"

“Three thousand five hundred dol-
lars.”

“And North Dakota?"

“Two thousand five hundred dollaras,

¥
1

and. John H. McCal-,

I think; T'm not sure.”

“And Oregon?”

“Five thousand five hundred dol-
lars.™

“And Washington?"'

“Never sent any money directly to
Washington, 1 understand our ex-
penses there were only §600.”

“And Nebraska?"

“One thousand elght hundred dol-
lare."

“The funds were sent from Califor-
nla. Our fund there was for use
throughout the eatire nation.”

“And New Jersey?"

“1 belleve our New York headquar-
ters took care of New Jersey.”

“And Minnesota?’

‘I sent $1,600 into Minnesota."

“And NevadaT"

“§800."

“And Arizona?'

“800."

Small Contributions.

“Out of your California fund you sent
over $50,000 to different States?” Sen-
ator Kenyon asked.

“Fully that,” MoCabe answered,

“I have estimated $51,800 from all
the figures you have given." Inter-
pored Senator Pomerene (Dem.) of
Ohlo,

YAt least that,” MeCabe anawsted

“Wans the greater part of your con-
tributions In Californla Isrge or
amall?™ asked Senator Kenyon.

“Small contributions, made nx ‘he
‘ peanit of appeals diffused thronghout

(Continued on Page 3, Column 2.)
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Harbor Commission,

Poland Wants to Know

WHO SAID PEACE?

The New Republic of Foland now
has two Wwars on lis hands.
Polish and Ukrainian treops are
engaged in confliet with BSoviet
Russia on a great battle fromt
stretching frems the Dviaa river
te the lower Dueiper river.
Vienna reports that war has
broken out betweea the Poles
and Csecho-Slovaks Imn the dis-
puted Teschen regiom of what once
was Austrian Sllesia.

So far sa known the allles have
mot takem any devisive stepas teo
end either of the conflicts In cast-
erm Hurope.

POLES BEAT BACK
REDS; TAKE VILLAGE

Capture 550 Prisoners and
Counter Attack Between
Dvina and Marshes.

LONDON, May 29.—The capture of
550 Russian bolshevik prisoners and
the repulse of attacks on the lower
end of the Russo-Polish battle front
were reported in a Polish war office
communique telegraphed from War-

saw today.

The Polea are counter attacking
between the Dvina river and the Pri-
pot marshes,

Between the Dneister and Dnleper
rivers a Russian assault agdinst the
Polish right flank was repulsed. The
Poles captured a village north of
Kieff. Four hundred of the Russian
prisoners, taken mnorth of Dobrics,
were Cossacks,

POLES LOSE BOROSOW,
BUT WIN ELSEWHERE

With a strong Bolshevik offensive
in progress against the Poles along
tﬂg_entlre line, the Poles have re-
pelled the Bolsheviks everywhere ex-

cept in the Minsk sector, where the
Bolshevists have captured Borosow,
the American charge at Warsaw re-
ported to the State Department today.

POLES CLAIM VICTORY
UPON NORTHERN FRONT

Violent Fighting Rages Near Dvina
River, but Bolsheviki Attacks
Are Repulsed.

LONDON, May 29.—"Violent fight-
ing Is in progress along the Dvina
river (on the northern end of the
Russo-Polish battle front), but all
of the Bolshevik attacks have been
réepulsed,” saild a DPolish war office
communique telegraphed from War-
saw today.

It saild the struggle was especially
severe near Plosczowlie,

BIG 3 STILL UNDECIDED
ON SIZE OF INDEMNITY

Reach Agreement on Mobilization of
German Debt—Treaty to “Stand”
‘at Spa Meet.

PARIS, May 20.—The amount of
the indemnity Germany has to pay
has not been fixed by the allies, Pre-
mier Millerand today informed the
Chamber of Deputies,

An agreement has been reached,
however, he said, ax to the mobiliza-
tion of the German debt, He de-
clared the allies are going to Spa
for their conference with the Ger-
mans to execute the treaty terms
and not to revise them. A vote will
be taken In the chamber late this
evening.

BULLET FROM WOMAN
WOUNDS “PEEPING TOM”

Intruder Peers Into Hotel Room Over
Transom and She Fires
Pistol,

NEW YORK, May 20.—While comb-
Ing her hair in front of her dreaser
in the Hotel Berkeley, Mra. Wil-
liam Mitchell, of Reading, Pa. saw
in the mirror a reflection of a man
peering over the transom. She threw
A bed sheet around herself, seiged a
revolver, fired at the Intruder, and hit
him in the head, she sald. She con-
tinued dressing and then went to the
police atation, where she flled a com-

plaint,
A short Yme

later Brimo HBooeh,
twenty-five, was taken Into custody
in General Hospital, where hoe was

being treated for a slight wound in
the head. He was charged with being

the “peeper.’ He sald he was a por-
ter in the hotel

RAIDERS SEIZE
RISH VILLAGE

Armed Band Sweeps Down on
Louth and Sets Fire to
Buildings.

FORM OWN POLICE SYSTEM

Five Men Arrested as Strike at
Dublin Keeps City
Tied Up.

LONDON, May 29.—Twenty Sinn
Feiners took possession of the Irish
town of Louth today and burned the
barracks and three houses, according

to an Exchange Telegraph dispatch
from Dublin.

Sinn Feiners have established
their own police system at Skiber-
reen, according to news from Dublin.

Five Raiders Arrested.

Five men wers arrested by Sinn
Feiners and carried off, charged with
participation in a postoffice raid.
Four «of them were accused of recelv-
ing gold that had been found hidden
in a field by boys, and which Wwas
subsequently identified by a postman.

The strike of dock workers and
railmen continues in effect at Dub-
lin. 'The men refuse to handle muni-
tions shipments, The Irish atrike
leaders are disappointed over the ac-
tion of the rallway workers in Eng-
land, from whom they had expected
support.

The Dublin gorrespondent of the
Daily Express bays that repeal of the
curfew law may be expected about
the first of June. This law prohibits
any person from being on the street
without & ‘nveramrt permit

REPORT BONILLAS
1S CITIZEN OF U.5.

Mexican Foreign Office Investi-
gating Past of Former Am-
bassador Here.

MEXICO CITY, May 20.—Reports
that Ygnacio Bonillas, former Mexi-
can ambassador to the United States,
who is now in jail here, Is an Amer-
jcan citizen and not acitizen of Mex-
fco are being officially Investigated
by the forelgn office today.

Officials declared that, if {t were
found that Bonnillas is a United
States citizen, he will be prosecuted
and later deported as an undesirable
resldent of Mexica.

An unconfirmed report was in eir-
culation here today that the negotia-
tions for the surrender of Francisco
Villa and his band have been broken
off. Gen. P. Ellas Calles received
word that government. troops had en-
gaged the Villistas at Valle Allende,
in the southern part of the State of
Chihuahua, and defeated them. Villa
ja reported to have fled into the near-
by mountains,

Manuel Meda Baron, former federal
general and now a lieutenant of Fe-
lix Dias, Is sald to be coming to
Mexico City to arrange for the sur-
render of Diaz and all his men.

FALL MEXICO PROBERS
TO REPORT ON MONDAY

Recommendations and findings of
the Fall Senate Committee on Mexi-
can Affalrs will be presented to the
Senate Forelgn Relations Committee
Monday, according to plans an-
nounced by the committee today,

The Fall committes has been con-
ducting hearings on the border, New
York, Washington and has had sev-
eral representatives In Mexico.

TWO FLIERS DEFY DEATH
IN FLAMING AIRPLANE

ATLANTIC CITY, May 20, —~Turn-
ing themselves Info a flaming comet,
Aviators Kerwood and Campbell this
afternoon gave delegates attending
the third Pan-American Aeronautic
Congress a thrill when they tested a
new preparation for making aero-
planes fireproof. A commlittes rep-
resanting the Aero Club of America
witnessed the daring stunt.

The two flyers donned apecial sulits
painted with the preparation and
then permitted mechaniclians to spray
them with gasoline. The aeroplans
was similarly “dressed.” The men
climbed aboard and flame was applied
to both the plane and the aviatore.

The plane then ascended and for
five minutes anxious spectators
| watched the blazing ship shoeting
through the alr like a star until the
flamea had burned themeselveas oul,
When the descent was made, neither
the aviators nor the machine had suf-
fered damage
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KILL SHIP BIL
EAOF

Houston Chamber of Commerce
Sends Protest to Lone Star
Lawmakers.

Senator Walsh of Massacha-
setts today ealled upon nll New
Eagiand members of Congress to
eppose the provision in the pends
ing merchant marine bill which
provides that all shipping be-
tween points In the United States
must be dome In American-owned
bottoms, Senator Walsh declared
this would prevent New England
shippers from taking advantage
of low raies over Canadian mer-
chant marine lines.

Adding to the storm of protest
against the shipping bill, now pend-
fng in Congress, the Houston, Tex.,
Chamber of Commerce has telegraph-
ed Texas Congressmen urging the de-
feat of the measure as inimical to
coastwise shipping.

The telegram, a copy of which also
was sent to J. A Morgan, official rep-
resentative of the City of Houston at
Washington, ecalls to attention that
some of the largest coastwise ship-
ping lines in this country are owned
by railroad corporations whose stocks
and securities are held in many sec-
tions of the world and thus would
come under the ban of the proposed
law.

The telegram, which was sent to
Senator Sheppard and Congressmen
Eagle and Hardy, reads:

“The Houston Chamber of Com-
merce vigorously protests merchant
marine bill (H. R, 10378) now in con-
ference committee at House and Sen-
ate to be taken up for consideration
next Monday moraing. We feel that
section 29, prohibiting transportation
of freight in coastwise service of any
vesael not wholly owned by citizens
of the United States, and sections 40
and 41, providing no corporation shall
be deemed a citizen of the United
States unless all stocks and securi-
ties are owned by citizsena of the
United States, are & rank Injustice
and will work an unnecessary hard-
ship for some of our leading coast-
wise service corporations, such as the
Southern Pacific Company and others,

“Ag you know, it ia manifestly im-
possible to confine ownership of
#tocks and honds of these corpora-
tions to American citigzens, many
such stocks and bonds being scattered
all over the world, and as far as this
section ia concerned the passage of
such a bill would exclude the South-
ern Pacific vessels from coastwise
service, Trust you will see your way
clear to vigorously oppose this mens-
ure."

GIRL, 19, KILLS MAN
AFTER JURY FREES HIM

Sallie Robertson Keeps Vow After
Painter She Accused Is
Let Go.

MONTGOMERY, Ala, May 20.—Mies
Sallie Robertson, nineteen yeoars old,
shot and killed Louls Norman while
he was painting the Robertson home.
She used a double-barrelea shotgun
lopded with slugs,

Norman was arreated soveral
monthe ago on a charge made
by the girl, but the grand jury aia |
not indict him. Misg Robertson, ac-
vording to a statement attributed to

ELOPED TO ESCAPE
WEDDING “FRILLS™

“Fuss and Flowers Distasteful,”
Says Lochinvar Husband of
Edith Gould.

ATLANTIC CIPY, May 20.—A desire
to be thrifty, for one thing, impelled
Carroll J. Wanwright and Edith King-
don Gould to run away and gel mar-
ried at Elkton, Md.

“Why shouldnt we practice what
we preach and be thrifty? Why
should we have a big church wedding,
with a whole lot of fuss and flowers
and needless expense forced upon us
when neither Edith nor I have any
sentiment for that sort of thing?”
young Mr. Wainwright demanded dur-
ing the course of a telephone inter-
view at the Marlborough-Blenheim
yesterday,

The Yale man who married George
Jay Gould's young daughter to avoid
the tragedy of being separated all
summer, was In excellent spirits.

“Fverything's all right,) he con-
fided triumphantly over the telephona,
“Mrs, Walnwright has heard from her
parents, has been talking with them
in fact, and I have heard from mine.
Neither exactly like the way we went
off and avoided the fuss, but they
have decided it i all right and that
we are forgiven.”

Mr. Wainwright said that bhoth his
bride and himself were inclined to be
democratic and not put too much
stress on customs and that sort of
thing.

“I think anybody who had any part
in the late war {s inclined to be that
way,” he explained. “Mrs. Wala-
wright feels the way I do about such
things. 1 couldn't see why we should
walt and have a church wedding. She
couldn't either, and so we just ran
away to Elkton and had the thing
done very quickly.”

MORE TROOPS RUSHED TO
BRISTOL TO END RIOTING

Rhode Island Town Put Under Mar-
tial Law as Result of Strike

Disorders.
BRISTOL, R. I, May 20.—More
State troops Aarrived today from
Providence 1o ald In the enforce-

ment of martial law as the result of
yesterday's rlot by strikers and theair
sympathizers In fromt of the Na-
tional India Rubber Company's fac-
tory.

The re-enforcements consisted of
the seventh company, coast artillery,
Three military companies are camped
on the common.

The rubber company did not at-
tempt to open ite plant today. The
troops had little to do except patrol
dulty.

No Paper Monday

Readers of The Times
are hereby notified that
there will be no paper
Monday, May 31.

This action is taken for
the double purpose of pro-
viding a holiday for Times
employes and of aiding in
conservation of print pa-

her mother, swore vengeance then

The girl was arrested and wu]
charged with murder,

per.

WILSON FREES
KATE O'HARE

Leader of Radical Union Ele-
ment Was Serving Five Years
Under Spy Act.

CHILDREN WERE SUFFERING

Tumulty Announces General
Amnesty Is Not in Sight,
However.

President Wilson today commuted
the sentence of Mrs. Kate Richards
O'Hare, of St. Louis, a former lead-
er in women’s trade unionist activi-
ties, to expire at once. She was con-
victed of violation of the espionage
act and was serving a five-year term
in the State penitentiary at Jeffer-
son City, Mo.

Mrs. O’'Hare and her husband, who
edited a Socialist publication in St.
Louis, were leaders of the radical
element in Missouri trade unions.
She became involved with the Fed-
eral authorities through declara-
tions made during the war period.

Children Were Suffering.

Mrs. O'Hare's release was sought
by a deputation from the Socialist
natlonal convention which called at
the White House to seek amnesty for
so-called political prisoners.

Mrs. O'Hare i8 the mother of four
children, and the President was in-
formed that her family was suffering
because of her fmprisonment.

The sentence of Mrs. O'H for
violation eof the psplonage was
handed down in the United States Dis-
trict Court Im St. Louls on December
14, 1917, and confirmed by the court
of appeals on April 14, 1919.

The offense for which Mrs., O'Hare
was convicted was committed at Bow-
man, N. D.,, where in a speech Mra.
O'Hare [s alleged to have made de-
preciating remarks concerning Amer-
ican mothers who gave their sons to
serve In the war.

Neo General Amnesty,

It Is alleged that Mrs. O'Hare said
that “a woman who raises sons to be
soldiers is no better than a brood
sow.” It is also alleged that =she
said, “it is a good thing to sena
soldiers to France, The ground will
be enriched by their carcases.”

In order to prevent speculation as
to the possibility of the President
granting general amnesty tg all polit-
ical prisoners, and particularly to
Eugene Debs, Secretary Tumulty an-
nounced this afternoon that the com-
mutation of Mra ‘'Hare's sentence
was recommended by the Attorney
General and that each case will be
considered separately on its merits.

[TALIANS THREATEN
ATTACK ON SERBS

Allied Ambassadors Discuss Re-
port d’Annunzio Starts Mov-
ing Troops.

PARIS, May 20.—News from Bel-
grade that Gabriele d'Annunzio was
moving Italian troops fo ran attack
against Servia was discussed by the
council of ambassadors this morning.
M. Cambon presented a protest fromy
the Jugo-8lavs, but in view of the
Iack of detalls, it I8 understood that
the ambassadors' consideration of the
matter was brief.

“Premier Nittli has been put in a
most difficult poisitnoe oy the latest
developments in the Adriatie litteral,”
said the Matin. “Disavowal of 4'Ans
nunzle would arouse national hostil-
ity while support of D'Annunzio
would mean war with Jugo-Slavia.”

The French press considers the new
situation at Flume grave. The am-
bassadors ordered the Interallied ple-
blescite commission to proceed imme-
diately with the plebiscite In those
sections of the Teschen district where
lista of votera have been prepared,
hoping thus to prevent further trou-
ble between the Poles and Cmecho-
Blovakas,

A Vienna dispatch to the Dally w.x-
press on Friday said that war had al-
ready broken out betwen the
Poles and Czecho-Slovaks in  the
Teschen area and that 1,100 men had
been killed or wounded in an engage-
ment on Thuraday.

PERFUME MAKERS STRIKE.

CANNES, May 20.—-One thousand
women and girls employed in the
tamous scent factories of Brasse have
struck at the moment when distilla-
tion of rose petals and orange bloa.
gsome was about to begin. It may
mean higher prices for perfumes,

If you contemplate a trip te New
York, the Washington Times Hotel
Poream will, without charge, -
serve rooma for yeu. Call Main 5369,

TURKS NOW ALLIED
WITH ENGLAND,
ROME HEARS

LONDON, May 20.—
Unconfirmed reports are
in circulation in Rome
that Great Britain and
Turkey have effected an
alliance, said an Ex-
change Telegraph dis-
patch from Rome today.

FRANGE 10 HONOR
DOUGHBOY STATUE

Battle Towns Plan Elaborate
Memorial Day Program for
Dead Yank Heroes.

By NEWTON C. PARKE,
International News Service.

PARIS, May 29.—Impressive me-
morial services for the American sol-
dier dead will be held throughout
France tomorrow, especially in the
“battle towns” where the TUnited
States troopes distinguished them-
selves in action against the Germans.

The weather forecast is for rain,
but the elaborate programs will be
carried out despite bad weather.

Prealdent Wilson will participate !n
spirit in the Memerial Day obaerv-
ance in France. Hugh C. Wallace, the
American ambassador, acting &s the
personal envoy of the 1’residgnr, will
lay a wreath upon the statue bBf “The
American ghboy” Ir the Euresres
Cemetery. rshal Petain, as the
official representative of the French
government, will dellver an adiress
during the éeremony.

Col Francis Drake, of the Paris
post of the American legion, will head
a delegation that will place a wreath
upon the statue of Lafayette in the
Picpus Cemetery.

In addition to the officlal cere-
monies, thousands of French peasant
familles, acting independently of the
organized program, will put their
tribute of flowers upon graves of
Yallen Americans in the rural dils-
tricts. Children will largely pre-
dominate here.

Maj. Gen. John F. O'Ryan has ar-
rived from London and will be the
chief speaker at the cemetery at
Bony, where the American twenty-
geventh division was in action, losing
many brave men.

Combined Franco-American services
will be held at a number of places
on the old Aisne-Marne battle fleld,
where the Americans took a leading
part in the final campalign of the war.
Ceremonies will be held in the his-
toric Belleau Wood, where the United
States Marines checked the last wild
lunge of the Germane on the road to
Paris; at Chateau Thierry, and at
Fore-en-Tardenols. Equally impres-
sive services will be held in the battle
sone north of Verdun and in the old
St. Mihiel sector.

The solitary grave of Capt. Quentin
Roosevelt, son of the late Col. Theo-
dore Roosevelt, on the Marne battle-
field, will be decorated with flowers
by members of the American Aviation
Corps,

GIRL IS VICTIM OF
“JANE THE SNIPPER”

Female Autoist Assaults a Child of
Fifteen and Cuts Off
Her Hair,

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA, Mass,,
May 20.—Police of this exclusive sum-
mer resort and surrounding cities are
searching for “Jane the' Snipper’
fashionably dressed, who stepped
from an automobile here and after
striking Esther Olsen, age fifteen, on
the head with a heavy club, clipped
the girl's long hair close to her head.

The girl recovered consciousness to
find the woman clipping her hair with
A pair of sclesors. She fought vigor-
ously and the woman grabbed up
what hair she had shorn off and drove
away at high speed. The number
platex had been turned wrong side
out, so the girl was unable to read
them.

The woman who attacked her, Misa
Olson told the police, was about thir-
ty-five, with hair just beginning to
turn gray In front. She was stylishly
dressed in a tallor-made wsuit and
smart sallor hat.

LLOYD GEORGE TO MEET
RUSSIAN TRADE ENVOY

LONDON, May 20.-—~The first meet-
Iing between Premier Lloyd George
and Gregory Krassim, the Russian
Bolshevik trade envoy, will take
place early next we:k, it was learned
today from an authoritative source,
M. Krassin was allent on reports that
he came to England empowered by
the Moscow soviet to negotiate peace,

“I hope that the British and the
Russnlans can come to an understand-
ing,” was the only statement the Bel-
shevik emissary would maka

FUEL PRICE T0
b0 UP JUNE 1

PR——S -

New Schedule Will Run Thred
Months—Favors Wholesale
Consumers, J

GOVT. IS NOT AFFECTED

D. C. Board Rejects Plan for
Sliding Scale Based on Oil
Fluctuations, ‘A

An increase in gas rates of 34
cents per thousand cubic feet, with
a reduced rate to wholesale con-
sumers, was ordered by the Publio
Utilities Commission today. This is
an increase of 31% per cent

The new rate, effective from June
1 to August 81, a period of three
months, will make the cost of gas
$1.25 per thousand cubic feet, dis«
placing the present 95-cent rate,
which has been effective for the last
eight months.

New Schedule of Rates. ""

The new schedule of rates follow: |

One hundred thousand cubic feet of
less per month, $1.25 per 1,000; be-~
tween 100,000 and 300,000 cubic feet
per month, $1.20; between 300,000 and
500,000 cubic feet per month, $1.15;
between 500,000 and 750,000 cubic feed
per month, $1.10; between 750,000 and
1.000,000 cubic feet per month, $1.05;
and more than 1,000,000 cubic feet per
month, §1.

Only 500 of the 77,500 gas users in
the strict will be affected by the
wholesale rates. The average con-
sumer uses between 1,000 and 10,000
cubic feet each month. This increase
will make future gas bills nearly one-
third more,

The suggested sliding scale, chang-
ing the gas rate monthly as the cost
of oll fluctuates, was rejected by the
commission.

“If there were any real competition
in the oill market and the purchases
were made under the supervision of
this commission, some advantages
would result from the adoption of a
fluctuating rate for gas dependent
upon the price of oil, but with prac-
tically only one company In a position
to furnish oll, the commission believea
it would be prejudicial to the publia
interest to adopt a fluctuating rate,”
the decision states.

Based On June 01l Cost.

“In lieu thereof it proposes to fix
rates for a period of three months
only and to base those rates on the
price the company will have to pay
for oil for the month of June, it being
impossible to predict from the avail-
able evidence whether the price for
the other two months of the three-
month period will be higher or
lower."”

In the company's petition for high-
er rates recently, it suggested that
a sliding scale be established, using
$1.08 cents as a basic rate. This fig-
ure was computed from an oill cost of
7% cents per gallon. It was sug-
gested that the price of gas Increass
4 cents every time oil increased 1
cent.

As the company will pay 12% cents
for oil during June, the rate, if the
company's suggestion was followed,
would be $1.30 per thousand cubic
feet. This would yield a 7 per cent
return on the fair value of the prop-
erty of the company.

In the order today the eommission
etates that while 7 per cent Is a
reasonable rate of return In normal
times, it feels that during the present
reconstruction period a rate of 6 per
cent will not be unjust to the coms
pany.

Another suggestion of the company,
that the amount set aside for maine
tenance and general amortization be
Increased from 7 to 11 cents per thou«
sand cubie feet of gas sold, was turn«
ed down., The commission will allow
9 cents to be set aside.

The wholesale rates are not only
made applicable to the {ndividual cone
sumers in the District, but also tn the
three distributing gas companies n
Manryland and Virginia that obtain
their supply of gas from the Wash«
ington Gas Light Company and the
Georgetown Gas Light Company,

Wholesale Rates Explained.

“It has been alleged,” savs the come
migsion, “that to grant lower rates to
the large consumers would corre-
epondingly Increase the rates to the
small consumers, but an analysis of
the business of last year shows that
the adoption of wholesale rates which
are applicable without, as well as
within, the District will serve to in-
crease rather than decrease the reve.
nues of the companies,

“In other words, the Iarge conmim-
ars Iin the District have been ovar
charged in the past and the largs ~on~
sumers without the Distriet have
been undercharged to a greater ex-
tent.”

The decierion of the commission has
no effect on the rats pald by the
Government for Itn gas. The
ment ntill will continus to pay 70
eente per 1,000 euble feet until Com-
gross seas fit to make a changs In
the rate.

The commission erders the installae

(Continued on Page &, Celumm 4.) |




